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1 TAESSALONIANS, iv. 13—18. 


BUT 1 WOULD NOT HAVE YOU TO BE 1GNO-: 


RANT, BRETHREN, CONCERNING THEM WHO 


ARE ASLEEP, THAT YE SOHROw NOT, EVEN 
AS. OTHERS THAT HAVE NO HOPE. FOR. IF 


WE BELIEVE THAT JESUS DIED AND ROSE 
AGAIN, EVEN SO THEM ALSO WHO SLEEP IN 
JESUS WILL GOD , BRING WITH HIM. FOR 
THIS WE SAY UNTO YOU BY 'THE WORD QF 
THE LORD, THAT WE WHO ARE ALIVE AND 
REMAIN UNTO THE COMING OF THE LORD; 
SHALL NOT PREVENT THEM WHO ARE A. 
SLEEP. FOR THE LORD HIMSELF SHALL DE- 
SCEND FROM HEAVEN WITH A SHOUT, WITH 
THE VOICE OF THE ARCHANGEL, AND WITH 
THE TRUMP OF GOD: AND THE DEAD IN 
CHRIST SHALL RISE FIRST. THEN WE WHO 
ARE ALIVE, AND REMAIN, SHALL BE CAUGHT 
UP TOGETHER WITH THEM INTO THE 
CLOUDS, TO MEET THE LORD IN THE AIR, 
AND SO SHALL WE EVER (OR ALI ALS) BE 
WITH THE LORD. WHEREFORE, COMFORT 
ONE ANOTHER WITH THESE WORDS, 


EIN G defired by the Relatives of our 
deceaſed Friend, to give a diſcourſe on 


this folemn occaſion, for their conſolation, 


I 


2 


1 — not t think of a paſſage of Scripture 
better calculated for that N than this 
which I have read. 


The Theſſalonians had bed newly con- 
verted from Heatheniſm; in that their for- 
mer ſtate they had been accuſtomed (as all 
Pagans are) to the moſt grievous lamenta- 
tions at the death of their relatives and 
friends, ſhewing the moſt extravagant ſigns 
of bitter grief; by howlings, tearing, their 
hair, cutting their fleſh, and divers other ex- 
travagancies, and abominable ceremonies. 


In that dark ſtate of ignorance in which 
they had lived, they had but very faint gleams 
of the immortality of the ſoul and . 
beyond death, and not the ſmalleſt idea of 
the reſurrection of the body; therefore their 
ſorrow: for the death of their friends was 
_ exceeding bitter, and might be ſaid, compa- 
ratively, to be without hope. 

- Paganiſm: was, and is, a dark, ignorant, 
and very uncomfortable ſituation ; the book 
of divine Revelation alone has brought life 
and immortality to light ; and the Goſpel 
Diſpenſation has afforded the cleareſt diſco- 
veries of the great realities of the unſeen 


ſtate, 
. Chriſtians 


(5) 
Chriſtians can never be ſufficiently thayk- 


Ful for the knowledge of theſe important 
things which they receive by the Goſpel. 


„„The holy Apoſtle wiſhed to inſtruct the 
Arathi ; he exprefled a deſire that they 
ſhould not remain ignorant of the, ſtate of 
ſuch who ſleep in Jeſus, that he might pre- 
vent that fruitleſs, hopeleſs ſorrow, in which 
the Gentiles uſed to be drowned upon theſe 
occaſions, | | 


Jo prevent their mourning and 8 
ing as without hope, the Apoſtle lays: be- 
fore them the moſt ſolid grounds of conſo- 
lation, that ever were or can be preſented 
to the minds of thoſe who mourn the loſs 
of Chriſtian Friends departed. Theſe I ſhall 
endeavour to ſet before you on this occafion, 
for your comfort and ſatis faction. | 


The firſt gteat ſource of our confolation 
is, that we believe that J=svs died. This 
is not only a ground of comfort in itſelf, but 
the foundation of all the reſt. | 


That Jeſus died for us, is ſuch a conſo- 
lation as muſt give the believing ſoul ſolid 
fatisfaftion. Had not Jeſus died for us, our 
hopes of immortality had been but poorly 

founded. His death hath given us hope: 
| B 2 This 


CD 
This event certainly took place, and was 
intended for the moſt glorious purpoſes. 


Ixsvs certainly died for us; there cannot 
be the leaſt diſpute of the fact itſelf; and 
the declaration of it was part of the goſpel 
preached by St. Paul. As he ſays, I de- 
“ clare unto you the Goſpel which I preach- 
c ed unto you, which alſo ye have received, 
& and wherein ye ſtand : By which alſo ye 
* are ſaved, if ye keep in memory what 
] preached unto you, unleſs ye have be- 
lieved in vain, For I delivered unto you 
& firſt of all, that which J alſo received, how 
that Chriſt died for our ſins, according to 
« the Scriptures.” 1 Cor. xv. 1, 2, 3, 4. 


The death of Jeſus is not only a fa& which 
we as Chriſtians firmly believe, but is a fact 
of. very great importance, upon which our 
hopes and expectations of eternal felicity, 
and conſequently our comforts very much 
depend. 

Jzsvs not only died for us, but died to 
anſwer many important purpoſes: But I 
ſhall only notice ſuch at preſent as have an 
immediate connexion with my ſubject. 


Our bleſſed Saviour died for us, that he 
might deliver us from our ſins, and thus 
diſarm 


CEN 
diſarm Death of its fatal ſting; and give oh 
the victory over the fear and dread of that 
enemy. How appoſite is the Poet's language! 


« The knell, the ſhroud, the mattock, and the graves 
„The deep damp vault, the darkneſs, and the worm ; 
«© Theſe are the bugbears of a winter's eye, 
The terrors of the living, not the dead, 

<« Imagination's fool, and Error's wretch, _ 

© Man makes a death that nature never made 5 
«© Then on the point of his own fancy falls 
And feels a thouſand deaths in fearing one. 
Though nature's terrors, thus, may be repreſt: 
Still frowns grim death: guilt points the tyrant's ſpearg 
ce And whence all human guilt ? from death forgot. 
cc Ah me! too long I ſet at nought the ſwarm 

Of friendly warnings, which around me flew, | 
„And ſmild unſmitten: ſmall my cauſe to ſmile ! _ | 
4 Death's admonitions, like ſhafts vpwards ſhot, 
More dreadful by delay, the longer ere 

«© They ſtrike our hearts, the deeper is their wound. 
What hand the barb'd, cnvenom'd thought can draw, 
„What healing band can pour the balm of peace, 

« And tura my fight undaunted on the tomb? 0 
„With joy —with grief, that healing hand I ſee; 
Ah! tov conſpicuous ! it is fix'd on high, | 
«© On high? What means my frenzy ? 1 ien 
% Alas ! how low ! how far beneath the ſkies, 

The ſkies it form'd ; and now it bleeds for me— 
« But bleeds the balm I want—yet ſtill it bleeds. _, 
% Draw the dire ſteel! Ah no! the dreadful bleſſing 
«© What heart, or can ſuſtain, or dares forego ? 
„There hangs all human hope; that nail ſupports _ 
* 


*ESY 


e The falling Univerſc—that gone, we drop! 
« Horror receives us, and the diſmal wiſh | 

Wo Creation had been ſmother'd in its birth. 

10 Darkneſs his curtain, and his bed the duft, 
„When ſun and ſtars are duſt beneath his throne, 
< In heaven itſelf can ſuch indulgence dwell ? 

«© Oh what a groan was there! a groan not his. 

< He. ſeiz'd our dreadful right: our load ſuftain'd 
And heav'd the mountain from a guilty world, 

% A thouſand worlds, ſo bought, were bought too dear, 
« Senſations new in angels boſoms rite ; 


<< Suſpend their ſong, and make a pauſe 1 bliſs. 


All the power of Reaſon and Philoſophy can 
never diſarm the mortal tyrant of his ſting— 
but the death of Jeſus, to a true believer, is 
the cauſe of his joy and triumph: It is a 
view of this that can arm the ſoul with holy 
fortitude, and teach it to ſmile undaunted 
on the gloomy ſcene, 


Foraſmuch then as the children are 
«6 partakers of fleſh and blood, he alſo him- 
* ſelf likewiſe took part of the ſame, that 
„through death he might deſtroy him that 
„ had the power of death, that is the devil; 
and deliver them who through fear of 
& death were all their life-time ſubject to 
bondage.“ Heb. ii. 14, 15. 


O it was kind in our dear Redeemer to 
die for us, that he might ſympathize with 
us 


(9) 
us in death; deliver us from its ſting, and 
fave us from the fears thereof. He ** died 
for us, that whether we wake or ſleep we 
fſhould live together with him.“ 1 Theſſ. 
v. 10. Therefore in his hands we may truſt 
our departing Spirits, being fully perſuaded 
that he is able to keep and preſerve whatever 
we commit to his care. For none of us 
«« hveth to himſelf, and no man dieth to 
« himſelf. For whether we live, we live 
, unto the Lord; and whether we die, we 
66 die unto the Lord ; whether we live there 
* fore, or die, we are the Lord's. For 
e to this end Chriſt both died, and role; 
and revived, that he might be Lord both 
* of the dead and living.” Rom. xiv. 7, 8, g- 


- 


* 


Wherefore it is matter of great comfort 
to us that believe, to know that Jeſus hath, 
died for us, to ſave us from our fins, and 
to diſarm death of its terrors, beſides accom- 
pliſhing many other very important pur- 
poſes, which I cannot pretend to mention. 
at preſent, | 


Another ſource of our higheſt conſolation 
mentioned in this text is, that we believe 
not only that Jesus das, * that he roſe | 


again. 
1 The 


(109) 
The Reſurrection of Ixsus is one of the 
moſt important truths of the Goſpel, and 
upon which all the reſt in a ſort depend. 
For if the doctrine of the Reſurrection of 
Chriſt be overthrown, the whole Goſpel 
muſt fall with it. See 1 Cor. xv. where 


this matter is fairly argued, and this con- 
eluſion drawn. 


Wherever the Apoſtles went, they preach. 
ed the Reſurrection of Jeſus as the founda- 
tion of faith, hope, and joy; and that Chriſt 
was buried, and that he roſe again the third 
day, according to the Scriptures, is declared 
by St. Paul as a part, yea and a principal 
part of the Gofpel, or the good news which 
* proclaimed to men. 9 


The true believer i in Chriſt hath no reaſon 
to fear death or the grave, ſince Ixsus died 
and conquered death, was laid in the grave, 
and ſanctified the tomb, and roſe again tri- 
umphantly. He now liveth, that once was 
dead, and behold, he is alive for evermore, 
Amen ; and hath the keys of hell and death. 
Rev. i. 18. 

The true Chriſtian may therefore exult, 
* lay with the Apoſtle, It is Gop that 

« juſtifieth : Who is he that condemneth ?. 
Iltis Chriſt that died, yea, rather that is 
| t riſen 


En 

t riſen again, who is even at the right hand 
of God, who alſo maketh interceſſion for 
«© us. Who ſhall ſeparate us from the love 
of Chriſt? &c. For I am perſuaded that nei- 
«*« ther death nor life, &c. ſhall be able to ſe- 
* parate us from the love of God which is in 
* Chriſt Jeſus our Lord.” Rom, vin. 3 3=39- 


The death and reſurrection of Jeſus are 
thoſe glorious ſources of comfort and con- 
ſolation (to ſuch who truly believe in his 
name) that cannot fail, and that will afford 
peace and joy in a dying hour. 


Having juſt hinted at theſe great founda- 
tions of our comfort, I ſhall paſs to mention 
thoſe other very conſolatory thoughts which 
are hinted in this ſublime paſſage, which 
tend naturally to dry up the tears, and calm 
the ſorrows of thoſe believers in Jeſus who 
mourn the loſs of pious Chriſtian friends and 
relatives. They are fallen aſleep in Jeſus, 
and are departed to their Saviour's arms. 


How comforting the expreſſions! How 
ſafe and happy their ſtate! We need not 
lament and grieve bitterly on their behalf; 
they have ſlept in Jeſus, and are now with 
him. If this were the only conſolation af- 
forded us on their behalf, would it not be 
ſufficient to quiet our minds, and prevent our 

E forrow- 


6 


ſorrowing as thoſe that have no hope? Oh! 
' what a bleſſed thing it is to be in Chriſt by 
a vital union, and to fall aſleep in his kind 
arms! er 


The fouls of the righteous are in the 


4 hand of God, and there ſhall no torment 


e touch them. In the ſight of the unwiſe 


* they ſeemed to die, and their departure 
& is taken for miſery, and their going from 
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us to be utter deſtruction; but they are 
in peace. For though they be puniſhed 
in the fight of men, yet is their hope full 


of immortality, and having been a little 


chaſtized, they ſhall be greatly rewarded ; 
for God proved them, and found them 
worthy for himſelf. As gold in the fur- 
nace hath he tried them, and hath receiv- 
ed them as a burnt-offering. And in the 
time of their viſitation, they ſhall ſhine, 
and run to and fro, like ſparks among the 
ſtubble. They ſhall judge the nations, 
and have dominion over the people, and 
their Lord ſhall reign for ever, They 
that put their truſt in him ſhall underſtand 
the truth ; and ſuch as be faithful in love, 
ſhall abide with him ; for grace and mercy 
is to his ſaints, and he hath care for his 
ele.” Wiſdom of Solomon. iii. 1—9. 
They 
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They are gone from this world of ſin, 
ſorrow, pain and death, and are with their 
Lord, in the regions of peace and felicity. 
It is more than intimated in my text, that 
their ſouls are with him in a ſtate of conſcious 
happy exiſtence; becauſe it is ſaid, that God, 
will bring with him thoſe who ſleep 3 in Jeſus, 
and this is mentioned before the account of 
their being raiſed ;_ therefore I think thoſe 
who ſleep in Jeſus muſt be with therr Lord, 
during the intermediate ſtate between their 
death and reſurrection. 

The ſcriptures in ſeveral places ſeem to 
hold out the idea, that the ſouls of the righte- 
ous being delivered from this miſerable life, 
enter into peace, joy, felicity, and the im- 
mediate preſence of their Lord. As Iſaiah, 
Ivu, 1, 2. | 

„The righteons periſheth, and no man 
« layeth it to heart; and merciful men are 
taken away, none conſidering that the 
righteous are taken away from the evil to 
come. He ſhall enter into peace: they 
„ ſhall reſt in their beds, each one err 
* in his uprightneſs,” 


And the Apoſtle Paul ſays, 2 Cor. v. 6, 8. 
«© Therefore we are always confident, know- 
2 ing that whilſt we are at home in the 


C2 * body 
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body we are abſent from the Lord. We 
% are confident, and willing rather to be 


« abſent from the body, and to be preſent 
„ with the Lord.” 


Now if the ſoul does not exiſt in a ſtate of 
conſcious happineſs after its departure from 
the body, it is impoſſible that theſe words can 
be ſtrictly. and literally true; becauſe then 
no believer could be with the Lord without 
being preſent with his body alſo ; whereas 
the Apoſtle and his brethren were ſo confident 
that they ſhould be preſent with the Lord, 
even at the very time when they were abſent - 
from the body, that they were quite willing 


to leave this mortal life, and quit their clay 


tabernacles, in full expectation of finding a 
much happier ſtate of exiſtence in the preſence 
of their Saviour. And St. Paul teſtified that 
his death would be gain to him, which I 
think could hardly be, if he was to be depriv- 
ed of a ſtate of conſcious happy exiſtence : 
and he ſays ta the Philippians, chap, i. 23, 24, 
For I am in a ſtrait betwixt two, having a 
deſire to depart, and to be with Chriſt, which 
is far better: Nevertheleſs, to abide in the 
fleſh, is more needful for you.“ 

Sg that it ſeems evident that the righteous, 
when 
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when they depart hence, 80 to dwell with 
their Lord. 


This is a ſource of comfort to choſe whoſe 
pious friends are departed; we beheve them 
to be with Chriſt: and were this all, it would 
be great con ſolation indeed. But this, far 
from being the whole, is but the beginning, 
for if we believe that Jeſus died and roſe 

again, (as we certainly do) we believe with' 
Juſt the ſame degree of aſſurance, that God 
will bring the ſpirits or ſouls of all that ſleep 
in Jeſus, or die in the Lord, with him, 
when he ſhall come, 


What great things are 3 The Lord 
our Saviour ſhall come, and with him all his 
ſaints. Not more certainly did Jeſus ſuffer: 
upon the croſs, riſe again from the dead, and 
aſcend up into heaven, than he ſhall come 
again in glory, and all his ſaints with him. 

This great event, the ſecond coming of 
Chriſt, is ſpoken of by many of the Prophets, 
and by all the Apoſtles: many ſcores of 
pallages point to this glorious advent of our 
Saviour ; too many for me to me to mention 
at this time. This is the great ſubject of 
the New. Teſtament Prophecies, and what 
the firſt Chriſtians looked for with the 
utmoſt earneſtneſs of expectation. ] ſhall 


give 
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give a little ſpecimen of the evidence of this 
Joyful expectation and comfortable hope of 
true believers. For I ſcarcely know of a 

more comforting truth in all the New Teſta- 

ment than the coming of JEssvs. He will 
furely come, he will not tarry beyond the 

appointed time. The true Chriſtian Church 

in all ages hath greatly defired this event, 

* Come Lord Jesus, come quickly; Amen: 

«© even go come, Lord Jesus!“ hath been the 
language of all thoſe who loved him, in all 

the ages fince he aſcended to heaven. 

It is impoſſible to read the New Teſta- 
ment with the leaſt attention, and not per- 
ceive that the ſecond coming of Chriſt is 
the great object of expectation, and matter 
of the greateſt joy to all that love Jeſus. 
Our Saviour himſelf ſpake largely and 
frequently of his coming again in glory, 
and holds it forth as matter of the greateſt 
comfort, encouragement, and joy to his diſ- 
ciples . Let not your hearts be troubled; 
„Ve believe in God, believe alſo in me. 
In my Father's houſe are many manſione: 
«* if it were not ſo I would have told you. 
* I go to prepare a place for you. And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you unto myſelf, 

: by 66 that 
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* that which I am, there ye _ be alſo,” 
St. John, xiv. 1, 2, 3- | 

And he counſels them, when they behold 
the ſigns of his coming (which m themſelves 
are very terrible) to look up and lift up their 
heads, becauſe their redemption draweth 
nigh. St. Luke xxi. 28. | 


The apoſtle Paul calls the * of 
Chriſt, our Salvation : --- For now is our 
Salvation nearer than when we believed.“ 

Rom. x11. 11. And unto them that look for 
him he ſhall appear the ſecond time without 
** {in unto ſalvation.” Heb. ix. 28. And he 
himſelf looked forward to that event with 
great deſire: being perſuaded that Ixsus 
whom he had believed and truſted, was able 
to keep that which he had committed unto 
him againſt that day. 2 Tim. i. 12. and he 
could fay, © Henceforth there is laid up for 
„ mea crown of righteouſneſs, which the 
Lord the righteous Judge ſhall give me 
at that day: and not to me only, but un- 
to all them alſo that love his appæaring. 
chap. iv. 8. 

That ſame grace which bringeth ſalvation, 
and teacheth us to deny ungodlineſs, and 
worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
and godly, in this preſent world, teaches us 
| alſo. 
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Alſo to look for that bleſſed hope, even the 
glorious appearing of the great God, and our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt: Tit. 11. 11, 12, 13. 

And theſe very Theflalonians, to whom 
this epiſtle was written; when they turned 
from idols to ſerve the living and true God, 
began to wait for his Son from heaven, 
«© whom he had raiſed from the dead, even 
« Jeſus, who delivered us from the wrath to 
« come.” 1 Theſſ. i. 9, 10. 


The Apoſtles had their converſation in hea- 
ven from whence they looked for the Saviour, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Phil. iii. 20. 


It is evident from all their preaching and 
writing, that they as much believed that Chriſt 
would come again from heaven, as they be- 
lieved that he died, roſe again, and aſcended 
into the heavens. I could eafily multiply 
proofs of the certainty of his coming : But let 
it ſuffice to obſerve, that it was frequently and 
ſolemnly declared by our Lord, in the days of 
his fleſh, in the moſt expreſs terms. See St. 
Matt. xvi. '27. Xxiv. 27. 30. XXV. 31. xxvi. 
64. St Mark, vii. 38. xiii. 26. xiv. 62. St. 
Luke xvii. 24, 26, 30. xxi. 27. 

And it was atteſted by the angels, at the 
time of our Lord's aſcenſion, in theſe words, 
«© Ye men of Galilee, why ſtand ye gazing 
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*© up into heaven ? this ſame Jeſus, who is 
* taken up from you into heaven, ſhall ſo 
* come in like manner as ye have ſeen him 
% go into heaven.” Acts i. 11. And Peter 
delivered the ſame doctrine in his diſcourſes 
to the Jews, ſaying, And he (the Lord) 
„ ſhall ſend Jeſus Chriſt, who before was 
* preached unto you: Whom the heaven 
« muſt receive (or rather retain) until the 
te times of reſtitution,” &c. Acts iii. 20, 21. 


And the ſame event 1s frequently alluded 
to, mentioned, and ſometimes largely treated 
of in the epiſtles. It is exprefily mentioned 
in all the epiſtles to the Churches, except 
the Galatians and Epheſians; and in all the 
particular epiſtles, except St. Paul's to Phi- 
lemon, and the ſecond and third of St. John. 
But above all, this event is the burden of 
the ſong in the two epiſtles to the Theſſalo- 
nians, being expreſſly mentioned in every 
chapter; but eſpecially inſiſted on in the 
words of my text. 


It is therefore a plainly revealed Truth, 
that our Lord Jeſus will come — a Truth of 
great importance, and full of comfort and 
conſolation to all his friends and followers. 


Our deareſt friend is gone up into heaven, 


but he ſhall return from thence to bleſs our 
| | longing 
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longing eyes with his glorious preſence. 
O what a comforting reflexion is this ! 

But we are not only greatly cheared with 
the idea that our Lord ſhall come, but are 
_ alfo allowed to entertain this comfortable 
reflection, that thoſe who fleep in Jeſus 
will God bring with him. Happy are they 
who being united to Jeſus by faith and love, 
walking m his ways, doing and ſuffering his 
will on earth, fall aſleep in his arms, and 
reſt in the boſom of their Saviour; Theſe he 
will bring with him when he comes in glory; 
among whom we hope and truſt our dear 
departed friend and father will be found. 
We have reaſon to think that he loved the 
appearing of Chriſt, and that he now reſts 
from all his labours, pains and ſorrows, and 
in that glorious morning ſhall come with 
Jeſus, among the ten thouſands of his ſaints. 
O may we all be in that bleſſed company! 


O what a comfort this is to mourners ! to 
have the hope that their departed friends are 
with Jeſus, and ſhall come with him! This 
thought greatly mitigates their ſorrow, and 
almoſt turns it into joy and rejoicing. Thoſe, 


who while in this world were dead to ſin, 


dead to the law by the body of Chriſt; cru- 
cified to the world, and the world to them, 
v ho 


U 
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who were riſen with Chriſt, aud whoſc life was 
- hid with Chriſt in God, ho ſet, their affec- 
tions on things above, Where Chriſt ſitteth 
at the right hand of God, and who were 
likened to their Saviour here, and departed 
in the true faith; theſe have llept in Jeſus ; 
theſe are the dead who die in the Lord; 

theſe are bleſſed, from henceforth, and for 
ever; and when Chriſt who is our life ſhall 
appear, then ſhall they alſo appear with him 
in glory. Col. iii. 1, 2, 3, 4. See alſo Rom. 
Vil. 4. vi. 2, 6, 8. Galat. ii. 19, 20. vi. 14. 
St. John, xiv. 19. Rev. XIV. 13. 


But we have not only the happineſs of 
knowing that thoſe who ſleep in Jeſus are 
in peace at preſent, and ſhall certainly come 
with Chriſt, but if there is any meaning in 
the plaineſt words of ſcripture, they ſhall 
riſe from their graves, and even their vile 
bodies ſhall be changed, and ſhall be faſhion- 
ed like unto the glorious body of Chriſt, 
The bodies of the ſaints that are ſown in 
corruption, ſhall be raiſed in incorruption; 
now they are ſown in diſhonour, but at the 
coming of Chriſt they ſhall be raiſed in glory; 
though ſown in weakneſs, they ſhall be raiſ- 
ed in power: they are ſown natural bodies, 
but they ſhall be raiſed ſpiritual bodies; and 
Us.” as 


0 
as they have borne the image of the earthy, 
even the firſt Adam, fo they ſhall alſo bear 
the image of the heavenly, Jeſus Chriſt, the 
ſecond Adam, who is the Lord from heaven, 
Phil. 111. 21. 1 Cor. xv. 42, 43, 44, 49. 


The reſurrection of the dead, though de- 
livered in the moſt poſitive terms, and with 
the utmoſt clearneſs of expreſſion, is doubted 
of and denied by many, who would yet be 
called Chriſtians ; and I hope ſome of them 
have the root of the matter in them. But I 
would beg leave to put the queſtion to them 
that St. Paul put to his noble hearers, 
« Why ſhould it be thought a thing incredi- 
& ble with you, that God ſhould raiſe the 
« dead?” Acts xxvi. 8, : 
Since the Being of infinite wiſdom, power, 
and goodneſs has promiſed to raiſe the dead, 
why ſhould any doubt it? I truſt we hearti- 
ly believe this important article of the Chriſ- 
tian faith, upon which the whole goſpel 
ſyſtem ſo evidently and entirely depends, 
It is wholly an article of divine ' revelation, 
declared indeed in the Old Teſtament, in 
ſeveral expreſs paflages, but more fully re- 
vealed and confirmed in the New. We re- 
ceive it upon the divine authority, and the 
reſurrectlon of the ſaints is confirmed, proved, 
and 
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and exemplified in the reſurrection of our 
Lord. | 


The Apoſtle aſſures us in the words of my 
text, by the word of the Lord, by the authority 
of the glorious Redeemer, that thoſe ſaints who 
ſhall be found alive, and ſhall remain on the 
earth until the coming of the Lord, ſhall not 
prevent them who are aſleep; that is, the 
living faints ſhall have no pre-eminence above 
thoſe in their graves, they ſhall not firſt be 
changed and caught up before their brethren 
who dwell in the duſt awake; but on the 
contrary, they that ſleep in the duſt of the 
earth ſhall firſt ariſe, then thoſe that are alive 
ſhall be changed, and all together ſhall be 
caught up in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air; as the words of my text teſtify. ' 

To accompliſh theſe great wonders, the 
Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from heaven. He 
ſhall come in perſon, who once dwelt on the 
earth in the humble form of a ſervant. I his 
paſſage is ſo plain in favour of the perſonal 
appearance of Chriſt, that I wonder how the 
force of it can poſſibly be evaded. 


He that aſcended into heaven will deſcend 
from heaven. But how will he come ? he 
will deſcend with a ſhout. When he aſcend- 


ed up on high, and led captivity captive, it 
might 
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might be ſaid, * God is gone up with a ſhout, 
« IEHOVAH, with the ſound of a trumpet.” 
Pfalm Ixviii. 18. xlvii. 5- But Oh, when 
Jeſus ſhall come again, what a ſhout will be 
Heard ! all heaven and earth ſhall ring; the 
ſhout of a king will be heard in the heavenly 
camp. Oh what a ſhout will aſcend up from 
all the ſaints on earth, who ſhall rejoice to 
fee their Lord, and will cry, Come Lord 
* Jeſus, come quickly.” This ſhout will 
be accompanied with the voice of the arch- 
angel. When Chriſt was to be conceived, 
the arch-angel Gabriel came down to an- 
nounce the ſame to the holy virgin; and 
when he was born, the voice of the ſame 
Heavenly meflenger was heard, proclaiming 
the very joyful tidings, ſaying, Fear not; 
* for behold 1 bring 700 1 tidings of 
great joy, &c. 

When he arne, the angel came down, and 
rolled away the ſtone from the ſepulchre, 
and ſat upon it, cauſed the guard to tremble 
and flee away, comforted the women who 

came to ſeck their Lord, and proclaimed the 
Saviour riſen from the dead. When he aſ- 
dcended, angels declared that he ſhould come 

again in like manner. And certainly when 
he ſhall come again attended with all his 
holy 
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holy angels and all the ſaints, the voice of 
the great arch- angel fhall be heard, the glo- 
rious herald ſhall proclaim the King of glory 
nigh. Oh what a voice ſhall that be! who 
can conceive? The trump of God ſhall blow, 
and ſuch effects ſhall follow. the found as 
ſhall aſtoniſh the inhabitants of the world. 
What thoſe conſequences ſhall be, we will 
conſider preſently. 


But let us now for a moment dwell on 
this very comfortable thought, that our Lord 
and dear Redeemer will certainly come in 
the clouds of heaven will come in glory, at- 
tended with holy angels, in all the pomp of 
heaven, with a ſhout, the voice of the arch- 
angel, and with the ſolemn trump of God. 
Oh! what a joyful conſideration is this, that 
our glorious Lord and beſt Friend will come 
again! He that was once deſpiſed and re- 
jected of men on earth, will come to be 
honoured and glorified where he ſuffered 
ſhame, will come to be admired in all them 
that believe in that day. 


When the Lord himſelf ſhallthus defcend 
from heaven with a ſhout, and with the 
voice of the arch-angel, and with the trump 
of God, the dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt. 
Thoſe that are here called the dead in Chriſt, 

| ire 
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are ſuch as are in Chriſt by a vital union, 
who abide in Chriſt by faith and love, and 
who die in the Lord, and ſleep in Jeſus; 
theſe ſhall riſe firſt when the Lord ſhall 
come. | he meaning of theſe words is not 
merely that the dead ſaints ſhall riſe before 
the reſt of the dead; thoughꝭ this is certain, 
and we learn from Rev. xx. that there ſhall 


be full a thouſand years between the reſur- 
rection of the ſaints, and the reſt of the dead; 


and that they ſhall be bleſſed and holy that 


ſhall have a part in the firſt reſurrection, for 
on {ſuch the ſecond death ſhall have no power, 


but they ſhall be prieſts of God and of Chriſt, 
and ſhall reign with him a thouſand years. 


But | take the plain meaning of the words. 


to be, that the dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe even 
before the living ſaints ſhall be changed, and 
thus thoſe that are ali e and remain on the 
earth ſhall not prevent, or be beforehand with 


through death ſhall not thereby loſe the 


advantage of Chriſt's coming, nor be ſuper- 


ceded by thoſe who ſhall be found alive; 


but as thoſe who ſleep in Jeſus have paſſed 


through an inconvenience, which thoſe that 


remain ſhall never feel, even the death of 
their bodies, ſo they ſhall be firſt glorified; 


never- 
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nevertheleſs the change ſhall ſo immediately 
after take place upon all the ſaints that are 
found alive, that the difference of time ſhall 


ſcarce] y be perceived. 


O what a ſubject of comfort is this! 
All the dead in Chriſt ſhall then ariſe, no 
more to feel fin, ſorrow, fickneſs, pain, or 
death for ever, All the raiſed bodies ſhall be 
eternally freed from all kinds of infirmities 
whatever. Dim-ſighted Iſaac ſhall be blind 
no more: Lame Jacob ſhall halt no more. 
All ſhall flouriſh in eternal life, bloom with 
never- fading health, beauty and vigour, A- 
mong the raiſed ſaints, none ſhall be ſubje& 
to any kind of infirmity, either natural or 
moral : all ſhall be clothed in the Saviour's 
image, free from every defect. They ſhall 
appear beautiful beyond deſcription. Three 
things conſtitute a perfect beauty ;—ſymme- 
try, or a juſt proportion of parts, genuine 
colour, and vivacity. All theſe ſhall appear 
in the reſurrection bodies. They ſhall be 
totally delivered from the power of the ele- 
ments ; ſhall be ſpiritual, immortal, and glo- 
rious. St. Paul ſays, When Chriſt, who 
is our life ſhall appear, then ſhall ye alſo 
* appear with him in glory.“ Col. iii. 4. 
And St, John ſays, © Beloved, now are 


E we 
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e we e the ſons of God, and it doth not yet 
* appear what we ſhall be: but we know 
cr that when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be 
* like him; for we ſhall ſee him as he 1 gp 
I John i lil, 2. | 
O what a glorious ſight it will be, to ſee 
all thoſe who have ſlept, or ſhall ſleep in 
Jeſus, burſt from their confinement, and 
ſpring into life and glory unknown |! among 
whom we hope our dear friend, whoſe re- 
mains are to be interred this evening, will 
be found in that joyful day. This is mat- 
ter of the higheſt conſolation to you that are 
mourners on this occaſion, You cannot ſor- 
row for him as thoſe that have no hope. 


But. there is /anqther ſource af comfort in 
the words of my text, which is, that all 
true ſaints who are alive and remain unto the 
coming of the Lord, ſhall be changed, and 
caught up together with thoſe who ſhall be 
raifed, in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air. Ir is not indeed mentioned expreſſly 
in this text, that thoſe that remain ſhall be 
changed, in ſo many plain words, but it is 
ſtrongly implied, even fo ſtrongly: as to a- 
mount to a full proof; for it would be im- 
poſſible for thoſe on earth to be caught up 
together with the riſen ſaints, unleſs they 
; them- 
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themſelves TD be changed, and made 
immortal, ſpiritual, and incorruptible. 


St. Paul informs the Corinthians 0 Cor. 
xv. 51, 52.) of this glorious, ſudden, and 
ſurprizing change which ſhall take place 
upon thoſe who remain until the coming of 
Chriſt, ſays he, „Behold I ſhew you a 
* myſtery: We ſhall not all ſleep, but we 
„ ſhall all be changed, in a moment, in the 
„ twinkling of an eye, at the laſt trump 
&« for the trumpet ſhall ſound, and the dead 
<« ſhall be raiſed incorruptible, and we ſhall 
be changed.” This is the only paſſage in 
the Bible that expreſſly mentions this aſto- 
niſhing event, which remained a myſtery, 
or thing hidden, *till St. Paul ſhewed it to 
the Churches, being himſelf tau got it by 
the Lord. 


This important prediction, at the Ge time 
that it is matter of great joy in itſelf to the 
faints who ſhall be found alive at our Lord's co- 
ming, furniſhes one of the ſtrongeſt arguments 
for the real and proper reſurrection of the 
bodies of the ſaints from their | graves. For 
as the bodies of the ſaints who remain, ſhall 
not die at all, but be changed inſtantly, and 
made immortal, they would have an infinite 
advantage over thoſe who. ſleep in Jeſus, 
| E2 unleſs 
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unleſs the latter ſhould be really raiſed from 
their graves, in which caſe all would have 
an equal benefit, And as the Scriptures in 


many places ſpeak of the reſurrection of the 


bodies from their graves in the moſt expreſs 


manner, we have no more reaſon to doubt 
of its truth, than we have to diſpute the 
change that ſhall paſs upon thoſe who ſhall 
not fleep at all. For whether things be 
promiſed once, or many times by the Lord, 
they ſhall be all equally fulfilled ; though 
when any thing appears difficult to our reaſon, 
(as the reſurrection of the body does to many) 
God frequently repeats the promiſes in the 
ſame or fimilar words, that he might confirm 
and ſtrengthen our faith, D 


Thus we are affured from the divine teſti- 
mony, that both the dead ſaints ſhall be 
raiſed, and the living ſaints ſhall be changed 
at our Saviour's coming. Theſe are very 
comforting truths ; but theſe are not all the 
ſubjects of conſolation that are found in my 
text, No: We are aſſured that the whole 
company, of ſaints, both thoſe that-are raiſed 
and thoſe that are changed, ſhall be caught 
up together in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air. O what a joyful thought is this! 
that we who believe in aud love Jeſus, ſhall be 

all 


— 
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all together in one body, and ſhall riſe to meet 
the object of our love. No more ſhall our bo- 


dies be ſubject to the power of attraction - 
more ſhall we be incumbered with clogs of clay, 


| cleaving to the earth and duſt, Our bodies 


ſhall fully obey the wiſhes of our minds, and 
ſwift as on the wings of light, ſhall 'riſe to 
meet our Saviour in the mid air - and be- 
holding him ſhall be like him, for we ſhall . 
ſee him as he is, and our joy ſhall be full. 


That which compleats the whole, and is the 
laſt ſource of comfort in my text, is, that we 
ſhall be ever or (as the word pantote ſignifies) . 
always with the Lord. This word is of a 
much ſtronger and more determinate fignifica- 
tion than the word azon, which is frequently 
rendered, for ever, but which is often uſed for 
a period, and ſometimes for a very ſhort dura- 
tion. But the endleſs happineſs of the ſaints 
does not depend ſo much upon the ſignification 
of the words uſed to expreſs 1 it, as upon the 
nature of things, their union with Chriſt, 
their conformity to him, their being joint 
heirs with him, and his promiſes, that where 
he is there ſhall his ſervants be, to behold his 
glory ; and that becauſe he lives they ſhall 
live alſo. 


Upon 


„ 

Upon the whole, nothing is more plain 
chan that the ſaints ſhall never be in danger 
of loſing the happineſs prepared for them. 
They ſhall always be with their Lord, ſhall 
ſee him as be is, ſhall be like him, being free 
from fin and all imperfection. Nothing ſhall 
ever give them a moment's pain or ſorrow, 
but every thing ſhall be calculated to give 
them the higheſt delight: and moſt glorious 
felicity®, 

I ſcarce need add any thing more but the 
Apoſtle's exhortation in my text, Where- 
« fore, comfort one another with theſe 
words.” 

All theſe words are matter of very great 
conſolation indeed, That Jeſus died, that he 
roſe again, that he aſcended into heaven, 
which is implied by the expreſſion, the Lord 
 tamſelf ſhall deſcend from heaven ; that thoſe 
who ſleep in Jeſus depart unto him, and dwell 
with him in the boſom of happineſs, which 
is implied by the expreſſion, even % thent 
alſo who ſleep in Jesus will God bring with 
him ; That Jeſus Chriſt our Lord ſhall come 

| in 
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* See this ſubject illuſtrated and treated of more ful- 
ly, in a diſcourſe entitled Future Happineſs, printed in 
the Philadelphian Magazine for September and October 
1788. 
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in glory, in all the pomp and grandeur of 
God, with a ſhout, with the voice of the 
arch- angel, and with the trump of God; 
That the faints departed ſhall” come with 
him, that their bodies ſhall be raifed from 
their graves in his likeneſs, and faſhioned like 
to his glorious body, that all the living ſaints 
ſhall be changed; which is implied in their 
being caught up together with the raiſed bo- 
dies to meet the Lord in the air: That they 
ſhall be altogether ſo caught up in the clouds, 
and ſhall haye the happineſs of meeting their 


Lord, of ſeeing him face to ee and of * 


always with him. e 

Theſe are all fruit ful ſources of comfort, and 
might furniſh matter for many diſcourſes. 
But I muſt haſten to a cloſe. 


We haye great reaſon to rejoice, that God 
would not have us ignorant of the happy ſtate 
of thoſe who die in the Lord, or ſleep in 

eſus: he would not have us to ſorrow for 
them as thoſe that have no hope, arid there- 
fore hath diſcovered to us their future glory 


and immortality, and thoſe other great things 


that we have been treating of. You that are 
mourners on this occaſion, have great reaſon 


to be comforted with the hopes that your de- | 


cealed father and oy hath quietly departed 


in 
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in the Lord, hath ſlept in Jeſus, and ſhall 
come with him, when he ſhall appear in glo- 
ry, thall have a part in the firſt reſurrection, 
and be always with his Redeemer. 

May we all be fo happy as to be in Chriſt, 
and abide in him, and live in him, by him, 
and to him continually, 'that when we depart 
this life, we may ſleep in him, and come 
with him when he ſhall deſcend from hea- 
ven, and being raiſed from the duſt, in his 
image and likeneſs, may riſe to meet him in 
the air, and be always with him, in the pre- 
ſence of God, where there is fulneſs of joy, 
and dwell at his right hand, where there are 
pleaſures for evermore. 


THE END. 


